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At a regularly scheduled U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works Restoration Advisory 
Board meeting held at the Lewiston 
Porter Schools on March 13, 2002, a 
member of the audience was physically 
grabbed and pushed by. an Army officiaL 
The audience member called police and 
filed a report of the assault. Prior to the 
official start of this meeting, while an 
elderly lady was speaking into the micro
phone, someone turned off the lights in 
the room. When a chemist in the audi
ence tried to speak, the same U.S. Army 
official who had been involved in the 
physical melee moments earlier stood 
up, walked to the microphone in front 
of the woman and took the stand away 
from her in mid-sentence, cutting her 
off. 

Such are the tactics of the U.s. Army 
Corps of Engineers when the jig is up. At 
the previous RAB meeting, three 
months earlier, the Corps was forced to 
admit for the first time in its recorded 
local history that biological weapons had 
been present on the Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works site, and that a chemi
cally and radiologically contaminated 
building in the woods of the Lake 
Ontario Ordnance 'Norks site was once 
used as classrooms for over 200 Lewiston 
Porter third-graders in the 1960s. 

The Lake Ontario Ordnance Works in 
Lev.riston Porter was home to millions of 
pounds of radioactive waste materials 
that were mishandled and disposed of 
within the 7,500-acre site.' The U.S. , 
Army Corps of Engineers, charged by : 
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Congress with the cleanup and oversight 
of this facility, claim that all radioactive 
materials were consolidated into a 191-
acre parcel called the Niagara Falls 
Storage Site through the early and late 
19805. 

Despite this claim, reports continue to 
surface of previously unknown or unre
ported burials or activities on the site, 
such as the presence of biological 
weapons and the elementary school on 
military grounds. Accounts of plutoni
um and other extremely dangerous 
materials being buried in direct contact 
with the soil have been ignored or dis
missed by the Corps and town officials. 
Last year, the Tovm of Lewiston demol
ished legacy military buildings on a site 
given to them for one dollar by the U.S. 
government. A behind-the-scenes dis
pute has arisen between the town and 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration in regard to the build
ings; officially, asbestos is listed as the 
issue of contention. But these buildings 
are suspected to have contained pluto-

I 

nium and other highly radioactive parti- : 
cles left by unsound storage practices. , 
After the March meeting's physical con- : 
frontations, future RAB meetings were 
canceled and the advisory board dis
missed. The closure letter sent to RAB 
members this past May stated that the 
RAB was being dissolved due to budget
ary constraints. Only a few months later, 
however, the Corps hired a consultant, 
Dr. Susan Senecah of the University of 
Syracuse's Environmental Science 
Department-Conflict and Dispute 
Resolution Center, for $35,000. So much 
for budgets. 

: YOU WON'T FIND IT, DON'T LOOK 
I 

: The phrase "Don't ask, don't tell" appar-
i ently applies to more than one 
: Department of Defense policy. In a 
: recent report on the U.S. Army Corps of 
: Engineers' ability to identify former mil
: itary properties where contamination 
: could be present, the General 
: Accounting Office found that the Corps 
I 
I 

If you or your family live or have lived in Niagara 
County, then you are or were being exposed to legacy 
military industrial chemical and radiological contam
inants through the air you breathe, the water you 
drink, the locally grown food you eat and perhaps 
even the genes that you carry around with you from 
cradle to grave. 

misidentified or mischaracterized nearly 
40 percent of all properties surveyed by 
deeming them to not be worthy of fur
ther environmental investigation. The 
critical report, issued in September 
2002, stated that "four out of ten deter
minations made by the Army Corps of 
Engineers regarding the cleanliness of 
former military sites, or the determina
tion of need for further investigation, 
could not be supported." In one case, 
Corps surveyors drove along the fence 
around a past military property, without 
getting out of the car, and later charac
terized the site as posing no threat to the 
environment or human health. 

In the case of the 12-square-mile former 
Lake Ontario Ordnance Works site, this 
could mean that five square miles of 
property now occupied by homes, trailer 
parks, baseball diamonds, fruil 
orchards, vegetable gardens and 
schools, previously determined to be 
"buffer zones" by the Army, could easily 
be contaminated. 

The drive-by assessment conducted by 
the Corps and mentioned in the GAO 
report is not an anomaly, at least not in 
the history of local facilities. In an early 
1950s Atomic Energy Commission 
memo, notation was made that one facil
ity on the LOOW was so radioactive due 
to the presence of solid and liquid plu
tonium and other experimental reactor 
materials that dangerously high radia
tion readings were taken from the ",-in
dow of a car 35 feet away from the build
ing. Today, the Corps refuses a public 
tour of this still existent facility, Building 



401, at the LOOW because of the dan
ger posed by what they characterize as 
asbestos and chemical contamination. 

Plutonium is, of course, a chemical, and 
often referred to as such when security 
or openness-read: honesty-is of con
cern, 

On its Buffalo District vVeb site, the 
Corps cagily denies the presence of plu
tonium on the Lake Ontario Ordnance 
Works. The denial is couched haz.ily in a 
Frequently Asked Questions page, and 
again on a page titled Myths and Facts, 
and it goes something like this: The 
Corps says that they have not found plu
tonium at the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site-191 acres out of the 7,500-acre 
LOUI.\' site. The Corps says nothing 
about the other 7,309 acres, some of 
which is now private property where the 
Corps conducts no investigations. The 
Internet offerings read like a teenager 
denying he used all the gas in Dad's car. 

REACTORS, BODY PARTS AND MOON 
FUEL 

''The Jimmy Hoffa mystery doesn't have 
a thing on us here," one local Niagara 
County farmer stated with regard to the 
volume and types of dangerous waste 
buried locally. "Vv11en it was noted that 
Brokaw's desk was sent here after the 
post 9/11 anthrax attacks in New York 
City, I wondered what was next-now 
this.'l 

The "now this" is the arrival of "special 
waste" being shipped to the Allied BFI 
waste facility at 56th Street and Pine 
Avenue, within the city limits of Niagara 
Falls and previously known as CECOS, 
and before that as NEWCO Waste 
Systems, then owned by James Harrison 
(Harry) Williams. 

This specially classified waste is being 
sent here from the Maine Yankee 
nuclear power plant located in 
\Viscasset, Maine, that was shut down in 
1997. The material for burial has been 
arriving here in vVestern New York for 
the last year, according to the Maine 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. Called CCR, for "cured con
crete rubble," it consists of, among 
other things, debris from the atomic 
reactor containment dome. The materi
al "may contain small amounts of 
radioactivity" according to the Maine 
DEP. While it is not considered haz
ardous waste, the Maine ruling that 
allowed this special waste category to be 
created cites the material as "a hazard to 
human health, the environment and a 
danger to transport." 

Records indicate that the material from 
Maine may not be the first nuclear waste 
that has been deposited in the Allied 
BFI landfill and others around Niagara 
County. 

According to available records, waste 
from the Rochester Human Radiation \ 

, 

Experiments project was sent to the 
LOOW site, including buried experi
mental animal carcasses, manure and 
medical equipment contaminated with 
deadly plutonium. It is also believed that 
human remains-blood, urine, biologic 
material and possibly body parts, may 
also be present on the site in direct con
tact with the soils and water table. 

In an interview, one former worker at 
the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 
revealed the location of at least one 
train car suspected to be radioactively 
"hot" buried on the LOOW site. 
Another account speaks of a military 
staff car buried there. (Perhaps it's the 
same car used in the radiation drive-by 
survey.) An aerial photo from the 1960s 
shows hundreds of thousands of color
ful metal and fiber barrels being bull
dozed into a soggy, unlined pit the size 
of several city blocks. Many thousands 
more barrels are in the background 
awaiting dumping, and tractor-trailer 
truckloads of material can be seen being 
hauled about the site. All of this activity 
was \vithin shouting distance of the 165 
feet tall concrete silo that contained 
what according to Fred Shapiro, author 
of the 1981 book RADWASTE, A 
Reporter's Investigation of a Growing 
Nuclear Menace, called the world's 
largest single concentrated source of 
Radium226. The aircraft photographing 
these activities would have flown direct
ly through an invisible cloud of radioac
tivity floating around the site. 

The Bell Aerospace company in 
Vvneatfield, New York, produced the 
engines for the Apollo missions to the 
moon - more specifically, the lunar land
ing module - LEM ascent engines used 
to blast the astronauts off the surface of 
the moon during the Apollo Space. 
Program. Bell maintained a rocket test 
facility at the LOOW site in Lewiston for 
over 30 years. The now-abandoned site 
was once known as Air Force Plant 
Number 38. 

The moon missions required a special 
rocket fuel that would ignite in an 
atmosphere devoid of oxygen. Niagara 
Falls industry was once again called 
upon because of its chemical expertise. 
This time, Niagara industry was asked to 
create a unique material called 
Unsymmetrical Dimethyl Hydrazine 
(UDMH) hypergolic rocket fuel-Moon 
fuel. Associated wastes and even the 
exotic Moon fuel itself are recorded as 
having been buried iii Niagara County. 

""11ich proves the point of that Niagara 
County farmer: If it's been buried, it's a 
sure bet to have been buried in Niagara. 

POLITICS AS USUAL 

City of Niagara Falls and Niagara 
County officials have seemed to be obliv
ious to the publicity this issue has gener
ated over the last 30 months. Too busy 

with taxes, tobacco and casinos in 
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;\iiagara to investigate this issue or fur
ther alarm their constituents. The mili
tary secrets of the atom bomb and the 
Cold War are over. yet 0:iagara politi
cians aCl like that lone World 'War Two 
Japanese soldier, holed up in a cave on 
some deserted island, still fighting shad
ows. 

Too many reports have appeared in 
local publications such as this one, the 
Niagara Falls Reporter, the Buffalo News 
and even the :--iiagara Gazette, in nation
al publications such as USA Today, as 
well as on television and radio media, 
for Niagara politicians to claim igno
rance. 

:--iumerous request, have been made to 
vmious city of :--iiagara Falls officials for 
further information about this situation, 
including unanswered Freedom .of 
Information Act requests to the City of 
:--iiagara Falls Planning and 
Environmental Department. In more 
than one year, only three out of a dozen 
or more inquiries made for further 
information have elicited a response. 

Niagara Falls Councilmember Paul 
Dvster said that perhaps "notification of 
contaminated sites that were sent to city 
departmen lS through the years by offi
cial federal agencies were just thrown 
away because they represented bad 
news," and added that "the rumors of 
Love Canal document-shredding might 

According to available records, waste from the 
Rochester Human Radiation Experiments project was 
sent to the LOOW site, including buried experimen
tal animal carcasses, manure and medical equipment 
contaminated with deadly plutonium. 

not have been rumor after alL" Not such 
a comforting answer. 

0:iagara Falls Councilmember Francis 
Iusi, after being told of the severity of 
the situation in her town, asked "if the 
radiation subject was within the scope of 
the brownfields program" and then 
wondered aloud "if a grant-vHiting vol
unteer might be found." 

Also oblivious to the danger is Niagara 
Falls Councilmember and recently 
announced candidate for mavor, 
Vincent Anello, who, when told that'the 
Harry F. Abate Elementary School on 
Main Street may have been built on top 
of an unremediated atomic waste site, 
responded that "he was up to his ass in 
alligators" with the city budget, and that 
Mayor Irene Elia's administration was 
"being obstructionist" with regard to the 
matter. 

It was the mayor's family that built the 
elementary school in a location and with 

materials that at least one architect 
described as very unusual. The mayor is 
a family member of the Sevenson 
Environmental Services conglomerate, 
once known as the Albert Elia Building 
Co. Inc., and now a multimillion dollar 
nuclear cleanup company for the feder
al government and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in places like the government 
uranium enrichment plant at Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, the Piccatinny 
Arsenal and the New Jersey Radium 
Sites. At the time of the school's con
struction in the early 1970s, there was a 
publicized surveying error that caused 
the school to be built some 60 to 80 feet 
out of place from the original plans. 
Some wonder if this was to accommo
date an excavation, or perhaps cover 
one over. 

Perhaps Niagara politicians are too busy 
with casinos, taxes and tobacco to be 
concerned. Maybe there really is some
thing in the waters and mist of the 

mighty Niagara. 

If you or your family live or have lived in 
Niagara County and elsewhere in 
Western New Y~rk, then you are and 
were being exposed to legacy military 
industrial chemical and radiological 
contaminants through the air you 

. breathe, the water vou drink the locally 
grown food you e~t and pe'rhaps evel~ 
the genes that you carry around ,,~[h 

you from cradle to grave. 

The public should be concerned, very 
concerned. Ignorance is bliss, but even 
an ostrich would be wise to think twice 
before sticking its head into the ground 
in Niagara County. 

This is the tenth in a series of articles 
examining the history and impact of 
chemical, biological and radioactive 
waste on the Niagara frontier. The 
author can be contacted bv email at 
NiagaraNet@aol.com. The first seven 
parts of this series are available at 
http://www.ask.nejp/ -hankaku/eng
lish/niagarajall.html, a website hosted 
by the Tokyo Physicians for the 
Elimination of Nuclear 'Weapons 
(TPEl'<'W), an association of Japanese 
physicians and scientists dedicated to 
stopping the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. Articles eight through ten can 
be found at the Artvoice web site. 
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